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I live in Mariposa. I'd like to strongly
recommend the VERP process being continued and
refined to allow for the court's objection to its
lack of specificity. 1I'd like to suggest that if the
bioclogical resource in the quarter-mile section of
the El Portal portion of the wild and scenic river
proves to be too sensitive to allow a development
crew within it, that we look at a Mediterranean
village style, walk-in steep-slope village
construction that Don Fox, who's a Iamiscape
architect in the park, had proposed in the original
El Portal plan. A carless town development. Anyway,
that we look at that again, if we have to stay out of

the qguarter mile zone.

STATEMENT OF |
My name is|||}} ] 1~ a2 resident of

Oakhurst in Madera County. It seems like we've all
been here before. Speakers oVer_hefé; Courﬁ
reporter there. The red iight,.greeﬁ light. But
there's something different. Across from me are
faces I recognize. Faces of those I've met on

different occasions in the last year to discuss and
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address concernsg in what has been called the Gateway
Partnerships.

So here we are again, only different. This time
I am hopeful. Hopeful that the comments made in this
hearing will not disappear into a black hole in Idaho
never to be seen again. Hopeful that the commitment
to partnership made by this administration will
prevail. That the Gateway communities, campers,
hikers, climbers and groups like Merge and friends of
Yosemite Valley who are truly concerned about the
future of the Merced River and Yosemite Valley will
have an active role in the develdping of the revised
Merced River plan. .

Several of the recent park planning updates had a
quote from John Muir on the front. "When we try to
pick out anything by itself, we find it gets to
everything else in the universe." And so it is with
the Merced River plan. Carrying capacity leads to
congideration over other thingé.. Réplacement of low
impact and affordable campgrounds at Yosemlte Valley
and no less than 1,200 day- use parklng spaces to make
transportatlon alternatlves truly alternatlve need to
be a part of this planning process.

I call on ocur congressional members to pave the

way with appropriate legislation for execution of the -

“ia
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secretary of the interior, Norton, (inaudible) as a
part of this planning process; consultation,
communication and collaboration in the service of
conservation. Standing across the room from each
other separated by procedures and regulations or
judges and lawyers is not any.of those things. We
need your leadership, congresgional leaders, to
establish an environment that supports interaction
over litigation as a communication tool.

I suggest that those who support or participate
planning process for public planners get a copy of
the Provincial Park Management Plan.- It may not be a
perfect model, but it is a start ;o a collaborative
approach to preserving our public plang for future

generations. Thank you.

v sTaTEMENT or

Thank you very much. T certainly appreciate the
opportunity to be here. Much like Dan sald a moment
ago we've all been here before But agaln, thlngs
are dlfferent I would llke to express my dlstlnct
apprec1atlon to Mike Tulson and his team to Gary
Ingram and the folks that we see sitting up froat
here because they've made such a difference in the

way the Gateways have become united. This plan is
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just beginning, but I'm starting to see a major
improvement and a major connection so that we create
a Yosemite experience for our visitors, not Gateway
by Gateway. When they come into the park they are -
looking to go to Yogemite. They really don't care
whether it's 120, 140 or 41. I believe by working
together in this manner we will_be able to create a
much more exciting and perfect.visitor experience.

Along with those things, in a carrylng capacity
that has been reviewad here as part of the Merced
River plan, we must look at some of the most
important things the visitore_expéat. Those are the
ﬁse of campsites. The campsite5~alohg the Merced
River is probably one of the most 51gn1f1cant |
memories that many of our old- tlme Yosemlte V1e1tors
have. Waklng up in the morning and smelllng a great
hpot of coffee your nelghbor's put on, talklng to
those people. It's an 1ncred1b1e 1eve11ng
:expefience' Your nelghbor could be a congreseﬁan.or__h
it could be a person that cleans t01lets at the local
School It is the levellng experlence | it 1s'a veryf
81§n1f1cant and 1mportant experlence In order to
make this experlence avallable, the voluntary option
of u51ng prlvate vehlcles is very, very lmportant

Therefore the parklng 51tuat10n must be glven great
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consideration and not removed from accessibility.

I spoke at Congressman Radanovich's congreggional
hearing April a year ago. I would like to also
invoke the same documentation that I presented there,
and I will send that in as further testimony.

We talk about the ORVs and I think we must have
the ORVs to also include the human experience that
the wvisitor will receive and not just the things that
we can repair or fix, as they are used much like my
18495 (inaudible) building. It has to be maintained
and repaired becausge people use it. The park also
has the obligation, and we want to share that

responsibility with you. Thank you,

My name is _ well-known Californian

and I'm here on behalf of Sugar Pine Ranch and a
long-time resident of the area.

First of all, I want to thank the superintendent
and every one of his staff here to&ay and others who
couldn't make it for the great work that wé;ve been
doing to build collaboration Qithin the Gateway
communities and with the park. I think that's a
tremendous improvement and I think it goes a long way

towards what I'd like to say here. I'm going to read

i
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to you very quickly because I have a lot to cover in
the short period of time. Central to your efforts of
the managed vigitor use and develop lands and
facilities and protect resources within the river
corridor, we suggest the following three things:

One, personal vehic¢les in the campgrounds. There
has been much discussion on the subjects of personal
vehicle parking and numbers of campgrounds, campsites
and we are still of the opinion that the plan
unfairly and inappropriately favors commercial
address and other Gateway corriders. Assuming the
demographic average visitation and hours of day and
not days or the weeks is right, is it why the
national park was set aside? Our community, due to
the unique road and economic conditions, caters to
visitors in private vehicles wanting a more intimate
park experience. We believe that this is why in the
first place Yosemite National Park was created. We
urge you to reconsider space for more privéte vehicle
.péfking and more cémpgrounds in the'ﬁalley floor.
Alsb, you need to consider fhe rivér:boundéries'open
at 1eaét until; appropriaté in Ehe public's view,
parking and campsite issues are resolved.

My second point, the visitor experience and

resource protection, VERP framework model. After

[ EY
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much discussion and study concerning VERP, we do not
feel comfortable with its adoption and reason for
ignoring the issues mentioned above. Aside from our
main points, the usge of the term ocutstandingly
remarkable values suggests to us a deception. We
know this is not the intent but this term or phrase
functions more than not to significantly reduce the
readability and the comprehensibility of the written
plan. 2nd I ask why. The framework or model implies
an answer which in our opinion cannot be delivered.
First example, measurement points are highly
subjective and in many instanceshbf%er the public no
assistance of a valid report card. The VERP is a
long-range planning tool and does not deal with the
issues of day-to-day management in terms of closures,
over crowding, gridlock, those kinds of things. We
need to see more real time information in the
planning managing process.

As far as user capacity gbes} yeé, we agree that
there's a major issue here. But I think 6né:of the
issﬁes is that one of thé ﬁost importént décisions we
need to hear is the park business model, which we're
not hearing, and that is the commercial goals derived
from the sources. Yes, it's critical to consider

resource protection egually important. However, it's

LA
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the business model being implemented. It's one of
maximizing concession revenues. OQr is it of
minimizing resources or is it a halance act? We do
not see the balancing point in your plans. Please

include that information. Thank you.

Good evening everyone. My pleasure to be here.
I'm_and I'm a 30-year resident of the
Gateway community called Bass Lake. I'm also a
family member of the visitor bureau there and I
manage a resort buginess. I‘'d 1i£é’to share thanks
also to the superintendent and the staff for this
event. But not only this event, but the spirit of
.collaboration and communication as developed over his
tenure. I've gone through quite a few
superintendents over the years and we've tried in
many, many ways and we're very, very pleased with the
direction of things-: _.

The court.identified the plan'héd two .
déficienéies and I'd like to addréés.ﬁhe oﬁe related
Eo user caﬁécity, and it relaﬁes td my brimary
concerns. And they're very simply accessibility and
affordability.

The park needs to be accessiblé to a wide range
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It needs to be convenient. It needs to

And it needs to be compatible with
To that

of people.

be affordable.
the economic issues of Gateway communities.

end, we support HR Bill 27015, but it pushes the idea

of partnership with Gateway communities.

Aind we support the inclusion of twe very
One is the restoration

important things in the plan.

of low impact and affordable campgrounds in the
I would like to

The plan talks about ORVs.

valley.
alsc state camping in the valley can be an

outstandingly remarkable experience and I think

that's where we really need to be focused.

Also, we support maintaining adequate day-use

parking spaces at least to the tune of 1,200, but

this would allow for more convenient use by day

users. And day users are our customers. They're the
regidents of surrounding communities. And to a large
If access

degree, they're the citizens ofiour state.
is not affordable and convenient, visitation will

decline further and cause more ecdndmic ﬁérdship in
the Gateway communities and unﬁeceésarily.féétrict

the public's freedom of access to enjoy their park.

Thank you.

L1 Y
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Thank you. I'm_, Executive Director

of -.the Tuolumne County Visitors' Bureau and a proud
member of Yosemite Gateway Partnership. 2and I also
want to thank our superintendent and all the staff
responsgible for this opportunity.

As a destination marketing organization for
Tuolumne County and the Highway 120 Gateway, we
support the efforts of Congressman Radanovich to
restore campgrounds and to increase parking in
Yoéémite valley. 7This ig in response to the current
scoping process for determining user capacity om the
Merced River corridor. On our'Géteway.of highway
_120, the visitor experiences Yosemité by wéy of
.pérsonal auto or recreational vehicle. For our
guests, freedom of access, quality campsites and
adequate parking will likely determine tﬁeir decision
to'revisit the Yosemite region and in some.éaseé
whethei or not they visit at all. .The idea Qoulq be
to restore campsites in Yosemite.véllef to pie—i9§7
flood.levels.and to restéfe pérkiﬁg.to ét_leasﬁ.the 3
i,éob day—ﬁse spaées.: Limiﬁing pfiVate vehicles in
Yosemite Vailey at a time when visitation at most
natibhél parks is down, not ub, simply doesn't make

sense. Failure to provide a quality experience in

s
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those under-the-stars and under-the-trees type of
accommodations can only add to the dropping
visitation.

In Tuolumne County alone, the economic impact
from tourism is over 200 million dollars and the
combined economic impacts for the Gateway is many
times that number. The planning efforts which are
ongoing affect the economic and social well-being of
our Gateway communities, but they also have far
reaching affects. They have an affect across the
nation and our friends around the world who come to
California and they ha%e Yosemite Natiomal Park in
the top three designations they hope to visit. Thank

you.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer wmy
concerns and suggestions for addressing user
capacities for the Merced River zone of Yosemite
Vélley. After part1c1pat1ng in several.Gateway
Partnershlp meetlngs with park staff I belleve that
the Yosemlte communlty is embarklng on a new sgpirit
of cooperation and mutual trust. Hopefully, this
will lead to a more balanced and common sense

approach to visitor access as well as availability of

Page 12




the resources for the enjoyment of Yosemite Park.

An issue that is critical to maintaining this balance
is parking. I propose no further reductions in
parking in Yosemite Valley. The automobile is the
cleanest, safest, most economical, as well ag the
most desirable mode of transportation available to a
visitor. A minimum of 1,200 day-use parking spaces
should be available.

Camping is part of the heritage of Yosemite. For
generations families have enjoyed camping along the
Merced in Yosemite Valley. The valley offers the
perfect camping experience: Mild climate at the
4,000 foot elevation, the river experience as well as
close proximity to valley sites and interpreted
pfograms. Camping for many is the only affordable
ﬁeans to spend extended time in their park. Many
.families just cannot afford lodging in Yosemite.
With about 95 percent of Yosemite's designated
wilderness, it seems a small sacrifice.to allow
familieg continued use of the campgroﬁnds élong the
Merced. | | |

I prbpose restoring the campgrouﬁds lost tb the
'97 floods in Yosemite Valley. Both parking and
camping are élements of the park's user capacity

management program as outlined in park documents

iy
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listed on the NPS website under facility limits,
therefore, should be considered the decisionsg
affecting the revised Merced River plan.

Gateway communities provide many services for the
Yosemite visitor that may not be available in the
park. Great care should be taken to involve the
park's neighbors in planning and decision making.
The business communities surrounding the park have a
vested interest in the preservation and
sustainability of Yosemite's resources as well as the
economic vitality of the region. The level of
visitor experience is dependent not ofily om the
products available within the park boundaries but
overall regionally. Gateway communities that serve
the park visitor are an integral part of the whole
Yosemite experience. I urge thé park service as well
as our federal legislators to consider common sense
approaches to park management. Approaches that are
not overly restrictive and provide for an affordable,
easily accessible national park.

Please continue to work with néighboring
communities to help ensure a quality experience for

the park visitor and a sound local economy.
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My name is_. I come from Santa

Monica, California. I'm a co-founder of Yosemite
Valley Campers' Coalition. I'm here to speak on
behalf of campers. A round estimate may be 20
million. I don't know if there's another camper
here. We have two traditions in our family and I
represent four generations of campers. We go to
Yosemité. We go to Bass Lake. Ii's a standard
tradition started back in the '20s or '30s with my
grandfathers.

First on process. Why don't_ygh have a hearing
in southern California? Why are you not down there?
San Diego is still part of California. Los Angeles
ig still part of Califormia. The greatest visitor
you have in the park are western visitors. The
greatest proportion of visitors you have are campers.
When you made the 1980 management plan, you had a
database. You didn't reach out to campers. You
reached out to concession users. Today, you still do
that. : You have a database. You control the
reservation system. Thére's nc survey, but you do
gsend a postcard for a $5,000 bear fine if you get
caught with your food out.

The hearing you had yesterday -- excuse me -- the
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open house you had yesterday in the valley, I went
back and looked on our campground board. There was
no notice. You have a list of all the activities for
the month. ‘There was no mention of the open house.
Campers would maybe drop in to give you their opinion
if they really kmew. But I think the park service is
afraid of the campers if they all were notified,
because at some open houses you've had previous
plans. In Pasadena there were many people there and
they're all basically saying the same thing, as
Mdsley mentioned about who camps.

I left a federal judge in my campgroun& Ebday and
I tola him I was going to a meeting and he told me I
was out of my mind.

There is no better experience in our family then
caﬁping by the Merced River. I may say that again.
There is no better experience in our family then
camping by the Merced River. When we bring little
Qnes, we want to watch them by the riﬁef. We grew up
with.a bay area family. Three generations béék;
we've b§en to'wedaings,_funerals, yéu namé it; all
becaﬁse we went floating in thét rivér tbgether. I
cannot believe that the root evaluation can be a
éciéntific.approach in determining vigitor capacity.

There_has to be a bigger picture. River cémpgrounds
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have to be improved and maintained. They've never
been maintained. Campers have just dealt with
whatever's there. The trails are not maintained.
Where is the extra $10 of gate fees. You take two
million people times ten bucks. Where does that
money go to the camper?

There's nine levels of visitation in the park.
The worst cne is day use. The second cone is camping.
After that, it's all pay for fee. So I believe you
have a real problem that you've left out. You have a
disenfranchised group called the campers. And
they're not part of the plan. Aﬁdathey havgn't been
ﬁart of the plan since any management plan. And you

have a lot of homework to do. Thank you.

STATEMENT OF_: _

My name is_ I'm with Friends éf _
Ygsemite Valley. And I realiy.appreciate ﬁhe ﬁublic
pafticipétioﬁ todayzénd the abilit? to havé'tﬁat. I{
think that our publib'cpnversation and Pattiéipatién'i
is.key iﬁtp géttiné a gboa pién.inta_ﬁﬁaf.Wé;fe.dqiﬁg-
for Yosémite and, you'knﬁw, ﬁé sufé.wouid like to |
have mofe input, more discussion and more

Opportunitiesriike that.

In that light, I'm really interested in what R
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other members of the public have to say and I would
really urge the park service to publish the comments
as soon after the scoping period -- the scoping
comments that -- you can put it on CD or whatever, up
on the website. Probably CD. 8o all of us can see
what everybody else said. I think that's really
critical, and other members of the public who aren't
directly participating.

The park service is inappropriately narrowing the
scope of scoping and so I urge the public to --
actually, scoping is supposed to be bringing in ideas
and broad and focused, of course, on the plan and
what we need for the river plan.K So I urge the
public to go broad and not narrow and the park
service to broaden their viewpoint. In the planning
process, I urge that the park service focus on making
it outstandingly remarkable values based -- and it's
easy to get lost in this very.big and complicated
planning process and then focus on what ﬁe're doing,
which is mandated by the wonderful wild Scenlc Rlver
Act that we're really lucky to have, which is really
going to protect a few rivers in this country, Merced
being one of them, which I bet everybody here really
loves aﬁd knows well.

I'm really concerned about the equity issue and

iy
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we've made many comments and probably just about
every comment in every plan since 1997 regarding
that. In 1997, the National Park Service closed 40
percent of the camping in Yosemite Valley. That's
really huge. At the same time the park service has
from multiple funding sources -- intends to build new
motels and put more money into -- whether it's from
the park service or via the concession back to the
park service into upscaling and upgrading. 8o this
iz monetarily making it more expensive, shutting out
the average family on top of the reduction in
camping. And there was no opporgugkty for the public
to comment on that removal of those 40 percent of the
campgrounds in Yosemite Valley. That needs to be
6pened up for public comment in the draft valley
plan.

And basically, we want access for the public and
for us, for everybody, based on modest acgommodations
and based on the experience and the expériences of
'the valleys from which Yosemité and the fiver'will

save. Thanks.

STATEMENT OF -:

I want to thank all who came tonight. They're on

their own dime and on their own time. And I was more

wiy
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than happy to thank the National Park Service when
they prioritize the protection of the natural
resources. My wife is not here but I'd like to
contribute what she thinks is an ORV, and that's
fundraising.

My comments are going to center on process. Many
comments have already been put on the publié records
by others documenting that the National Park Service
has violated the spirit and the legal requirements of
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and the Organic Act.
Therefore, my comments will focus on the need to
change the.process. Unless the- process
institutionalizes integrity and all stakeholders have
a role in scoping, planning, decision making and
monitoring, it will fall short of developing a plan
that will protect the Merced River and Yosemite.

At the heart of the problem is that Congress has
made it law that government agencies have the
ultimate decision-making authority. Though touted as
an environmental safeguard, NEPA was designed
primarily as an informatioﬁ—prOducing statﬁe. Cne
that also created a'pfocedural framework.to introduce
public participation into arenas where it had been
absent. But in the end NEPA awarded final discretion

to the agency and any judicial review merely focuses

“iy
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on procedural compliance, such ag time. In other
words, the National Park Service is regquired to
solicit public comments. Those comments are then
turned over to an agency within the forest service to
be categorized and gquantified. And as long at park
service can show they considered the comments so as
not to be accused of acting arbitrarily and
capriciously, those comments can then be summarily
dismigsed. To be blunt, the park service has the
legal right to ignore all public comments that fail
to support their predetermined position.

one need only look at the hundreds of tree stumps
and the ugly, ves ugly, Yosemite Falls bus stop to
know that the park service has ssld out to special
interests. The Organic BAct makes it clear, protect
the resources unimpaired. Unimpaired being the key
word. Recognizing that the process is flawed, our
only hbpe in the months ahead is that we, the public,
can present enough truth and supporting informgtion
to light a fire among those park ﬁersoﬁnel who truly
care abput Yosemite so that théy in.ﬁurn will have
the courage and the commitménﬁ o aggfessively lobby
local park administrators, as well as those in D.C.,

to enact real protection.

1111 end with a thought provoking questiomn that
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was asked of us by a 30-year park ranger scientist:
"If you could start over, what would you put in

Yosemite Valley."

director for Senator Dianne Feinstein. I just had a

I'm the district

quick comment. I've met most of you that are here
today. And in the summation of what the national
park does, I truly hope that you do what the folks
that have lived in the valley for three, four, five
generations and the visitors who have come for three,
four, five generations, take everything they have
into consideration. I know many of the guidelines
are not really drawn into stomne of how to define what
wild and scenic is on certain areas of the river.
.iithough there are definitions.

it is important to the senator thaﬁ everybody
gets their word and those generations are heard. She
is an avid camper. She loves it. BAnd if.—— I won't
say that they should be restored, but evér?.
consideration should be made for restoration of
camping in the valley. It's very important that
thege experiences remain open. If it's not capable

of being done, that could be understood as well. But

wig
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'it's more of a comment of considering all aspects,

which you are doing, and I appreciate that. Thank

Yyou.

(Whereupon, the public hearing concluded at

8:00 p.m.)
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